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WE: os - 
[E DEFENSIVE ARMES: 


A Copy of a "Lager written by 


M STEPHEN "MarsSHALL 


'o a friend of his in the City, for the neceſlary vindication of bimſelf 
and his Miniſterie, againſt that altogether groundleſſe , moſt unjuſt, 
and ungodly aſpetfton caſt upon him by certain Malignants i in the 
'City,and lately printed at Oxford,in their Mendacium Aulicam, _ 
| otherwiſe called, Mercurius Aulicus, and ſent abroad 
| into other Nations tO his perpetual infamie. 


hich Letter the accuſation ts fully anſwered, 


nd rogether with that , the lawfulneſle of the Parliaments taking uy 
Defenfive Arms is briefly and learnedly aſſerted and demonſtrated, 
TextsofScri = Tn cleared, all Objections to the contrary anſwered, 


tothe full ſatisfaction of all thoſe that deſire to have their con- | / i 
[ciences informed in this great Controverſie. : 


Ee em, ——_— —— 


— — Jon 

Hosnra 41,2 

 . Hear the word of the Lord, ye Childress x4 Tract, for the Lord hath acon- 
iroverſie with the inhabitants of the Lan becauſe th:rets no truth, nor 5 

4/2 nor knowledge of God in the Land. 

. Byf darey and lying, and killing, and ſtealing ,and whoring, they break 

out, bloud toucheth bloud. 


b There re ron the Land — 
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© V5 nuance and encreaſe of thoſe ſtrange reports concer- 
YN, ning me , they filled the City even while I was there, 
L Yd and I perceive, purſue mee into the Countrey :-it is x 
NAGY O lying ſpirit whichGod hath permitted to haunt me for 
2 SEA wy trial, as it hath done others of his ſervants before 
|e. You know what a book Bolſec wrote of the life and death of M. 
udwin : Beza lived to write a confutation of a book written of his re- 
uncing his Religion, and turning Papiſt. - And concerning Lather, 

e Prieſts had long reported-, that he had his call from the Devill, 

drg confirm it, filled Italy with a rumour of his death , and thar ar 

$ death he was carried away by the Devill ſoul and body : which 
ey .( good ſoules ) divulged not to difcredite the man , but i» zlori- 
Teſu Chriſti, tothe glory of Chriſt, and comfort of the godly. The 

;cuſage my ſelf have lately met with in ſome degree : for being affli- 

ed with a deep cold and diſtillation from my head npon my lungs; 

d ſome feveriſh diſtempers, my learned, loving,and carefull Phyfati- 
finding thatthe tov importune viſits of my many loving friends, oc- 

ſionedtoormuch ſpeech,and thereby too muchexpence of ſpirits, ad- 

ed me toremoveto the houſe of my NobleLord of Warwick, where 

hould have more ayre ; and lefle company : hereupon a report was 

mediatly ſpread about the City, that I was diſtracted,and in my rage 

Inſtantly cried'out , I was damned for appearing in , and adhering to 

e Parliament and Kingdomeinthis defenſive Warre : which -when I 
ſt heard, Llooked upon asa calumnie invented by ſome ſimple adver- 

' (though malicious enough to my perſon and miniftery) who find- 
> itthe readieſt way to reproach me;betook himſelf ro this. But after- 
þrds obſerving how ſtudiouſly it was maintained-, how Iaboriouſly 
pagated, how banded from-Conrtto City;-from City to Countrey; 
pm England to forraign parts , « Mercurims Amicus printed it, and a 
Fat Officer of State having ſent it info orher -Kingdomes with -his 

5,afluring the truth of rand that not nine dayes, no not. a month 
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did allay it, Ith 


(for alas who am I,that they ſhould erouble themſelves ſo muchabo 


me ) but through meto wound the Cauſe, in which my poore-labou 


have been engaged. This rumour it ſeemes yet lives, and( as your le 
ter confirmes ) encreaſes z from my going down into the Countre 
they have taken occaſion not only to report me diſtracted , but deac 
yeathar I died crying out of my appearing in this Cauſe ; and this 
o confidently reported by ſome, that ir 15 almoſt as confidently belee 
ved by others ; even thouſands, you ſay, which makes you carneſtly t 
preſſe me to write unto you, whether I havenor ( at leaſt ) changed 


former 435 3755 about our defenſive armes; and this not ( as you pre 


felled \to fatisfie your ſelf , but that you might have ſomething unde 
my own handto ſhey for the ſatisfaction of others. Sir, your anciet 
love to me, and preſent deſires to vindicate me from theſe aſperſion: 
but eſpecially your care that the publick Cauſe might not ſuffer , do : 
command me to be your ſervant in this thing. | 

I know it will ſatisfie you,that I ſolemnly proteſt unto yor,that in z 
theſe fourteen weeks keeping in, I never had an houres fickneſle,nor lc 
anights ſlcep,nor had any diſtemper in my head , nor ſaw any cauſe 
ſorrow for my adhering to the Parliaments cauſe , but eſteem it a gre 
honour and mercy from God , that he ſhould move his Excellen 


my Lord , to require my ſervice in this great expedition ; and that - 


have even therefore exattly followed the Doctors preſcriptions ,-0 
of ancarneſt deſire ro be fitted for my work , that I might returne 
my moſt honoured Lord , being fully reſolved ,*if God fay Amen t 
it, never togive it over, untill either there be an end of that work, or 
end of my daycs. This I think will fatisfie you,and it is poſſibly as muc 
as you deſire for the ſatisfaction of others, to have this under my hanſ 
Take this concerning the caufe,and concerning the report ſpread. of mi 
what Luther ſaid ( of thoſe above mentioned ) concerning himſelte 


Fateor & teftor hic mea mans,&yc. 1 profeſle and teſtifie under my han 
chat I entertained this fition of my diſtraction and death,/«raque me 


& hilari vultu, very chearfully. 


compell youto read the largeſt letter thar.ever I wrote, 


= Ne 
or £ b 


en perceived the pe was not ſo much to diſgrace mq 


Bur fince your love hath compelled me to put pen to paper . J s | 
ing reſolvy . 


vive you full account bath of my ground and warrant of entrig = 


* 


SS eSteeas. a ace eas ik ww. . Do 


mq upon my office , and BST farT am from changing my judgeme: e-upon Þ 
boy the preſent view of things. . Tz _ 
out When his Excellency vouchſafed to require my ſervice (for , God 
r ley knows, I offered not my ſelf in this great work ) there were buttwo 
tre queſtions ( beſides my carcto walkaright in my Miniſtry) for my con- .; 
Cad ſlierice to be reſolved in. Firſt , whether upon _— of the truth | 
1s | of the Parliament votes, vi, Thar his Majeſtic ſeduced by wicked ; 
eleq Councell , did levie warre againſt the Parliament ; the Scripture-did - 
ly q warrant them to rake up defenſive Arms. Secondly , Whether the } 

Parliament was not miſ.informed about ſuch his Majeſties purpoſe,and ? 
prq practice. The firſt is 8 meere queſtion in Divinity. viX, Whether a peo-+ 
ndq ple,eſpecially the repreſentative body of a State,may ( aftcr all humble'Remon-+ | 
ie ſtrances ) defend themſelves againſt the aalafi violence of the Supreans | 
ony Magiſtrate, or his Inſtruments , Engeavouring ( and that in matters-of great * 
) al moment ) to deprive them of their lawfull Liberties. | 

|  Theſecondis a queſtion meerly of matter of fact. © Sj 
na Forthe firſt , Before the beginning of theſe unhappy differences, I* 
lof had both learned, and taught tothis purpoſe. - Firſt , Thar it is agree+} 
eq ableto Gods will , that in all Countreys ( eſpecially when and where: 
re] the peopleare numerous ) Magiſtracie be ſet up , with a ſufficiencie of 1 
nq powerand authoritie to rule for the publick good ; and that , even! 
at - among them who are under the ſcepter of Chriſt , againſt the Anaba+} 
of prtiſts. Secondly, T hat amon this divers kinds of lawtull governments; 
eq Monarchy, Ariſtocracy,and Democracy,no one ofthem is ſo appointed 
1 of God, astoexclude the other from being a lawfull government... 
"4 Thirdly , That the bounds and limits of the Magiſtrates lawfull power! 
1q of commanding , andthe ſubjeRs neceſſary obeying , muſt be found; 
nſ -and taken out of the ſeyerall Laws , Cuſtomes , and Conſtitutions of 
thoſe ſeverall States , and Commonwealths : There are ſcarce two: 
q formes ( eſpecially of Regall government , inthe world ) but they! 
1 differ one from the other, and that in matters of moment. Now I ſay, 
1 What the power of Magiſtrates in one Countrey differs from the 
| powerof Magiſtrates in another Countrey , and how the duty of Subs 

_ jets differs in each , muſt be found only in the Laws of the reſpeQive 
; | wy : that no mans right muſt be detained from him , that Ceſ 

- Hoald have rendred ro-him the things thatare Ceſars , and all peo p'g 


oe 


Hes me 
E 


” rhe things tha ate their own, the Seripture, and Laws ofallnations doe | = 


= 


| determine. Bur whether (for inſtance in England) Ship-money be the | __ 
| Kings right, and foto be yeelded;, ordenyed ; whether this houſe or for 
inheritance bethis or the other pretenders-to.it , muſt not be determi- af 
* nedby any Law , but by the Law of England ; go therefore to the tha 
| Lawes,andlearned Lawyers,and from them alone you ſhall learn whar | 
is the Prerogative ofthe Prince,and both the Duty, and Liberty ofthe | 
# Sabje&t. Bur then fourthly comes in Religion , or the command of | Y<*< 
| God;and binds the conſciences of Magiſtratesto rule, and of Subjets 
F ro obey,according to thoſe Lawes. And fitthly (in particular ) of Sub- aut 
jets it requires theſe fourthings. Firſt, to renderto their Governours, atk 
| nextunder God, the greateſt fear, and honour, as being Gods vicege- the 
| xents , as having the greateſt beams of his authority put-upon them, hes 
| and therefore called Gods , and all-of them the children of the moſt [22 
| High. Secondly , Loyaltie to their perſons , and office , that is, till 
F obedience according to Law, and patient ſubje&ion , when we cannor 
> actively obey, willingly for conſcience ſake to ſubmit to the penalty of cla 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Fn aws,when for conſcience ſake we cannot obſervethe Laws thems fel 
| elves. Thirdly, maintenance with payment of all lawtull Cuſtoms, |V* 
þ.T ributes,and impoſitians.. Fourthly,all manner of ſupplications,pray- kn 
þ ers ;interceſhons,, 'and giving ofthanks , their uſcfulnefle being great, Pr 
| their temptations many,thejr fall (like that of great Cedars )the cruſh- thi 
| ing of many , and the ſhaking of the carth round abourthem; and all Þ* 


this we owe , nor onely to the King as Supream , butin proportionto : 
* all inferiour Governours , who are ſent. by God alſo for the puniſhment of |?" 


of God for our good; and this is the firſt Commandment with promiſe. Bur |< 
EFfixthly,if our Governours ( whether ſupream , or infertour ) leave ro PF? 
E rule according to Law ., and ſet up their own will contrary to Law, PÞ? 
Exhere is no wordof God acquitring them from-finin Gods fight , bur | 
\ ſeverely threatning them for abuſing his name , which they bear, nox Þ. 
kany word binding. the conſciences of their. ſubjects therein to yeeld, G 


them any ative obedience. Thus farre we have all fides agreeing-.in 
all the particulars, except only a few Court flatterers , who (and that 1 
ſreſpec illy of late:) have endeavoured to cry up Monarchy , as the only 

wprdigance of God. , farthe. Government of States. as if the; other . 
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authority-ro ſay unto him , What doſt thou : This Divinity 


? 

Rs bo | 

e [claims their ignorance ſufficiently to the world. 
_ |felves, the conftant-proceedings of our princes , even in their moſt hea- 


bring it to, we ſhall kear no more of this Divinity, ' 
The only Queſtion now is about paſſive obedience ; 


they who cry 


by Law; notie lies upon the conſcience of Naboth to ler Ahab have his 


ineyard ; -butif a Saul will by force take away our ſonnes to eare his * 


£70474, and our daughters to be his Confeitioncrs ,Cookes , and Bakers , if he 
rill by force take our fields , cven the-beſt of them , and give them their ſer- 
(ants, we have no help in that day , but preces & Lickeyme 
dur God : but'no liberty to defend our ves by Armes againſt ſuchty- 


annie , if we'do (ſay they) we reſiſtthe ordinance of God., and muſt< 


eceiveto our ſelves damnation. 
oF, Buribthis opinion be weighed int 
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| forras of Ariſtocracy,and Democracy were not approved by hint: Yea; 
and have cryed up the power and authority of princes to be ſuch, as 
that they are abſolved from all laws z and that whatſoeverthe Subjects 
enjoy-under them , is only by the princes favour, which ifthey pleaſe. | 
[ro recall, how juſtly or unjuſtly ſocver , the ſubje&s are houndto.. ? 

yeeld all unto them , and have no plea againſt their Prince, only inthe ? 
| Court of heaven ; no law, no judge, no Court here below , having any 
hath of 
late been preached; and, as ſweet enchanting mulicke,, often chanted in - 
the ears of our Princes : and no doubt was one great occaſion of theſe 
heavie yokes we have of late groaned under. But theſe ab(urdities need. * 
no refutation. Egyptian Pharaoh claimed notthe wealth of his people, 
till he had boughtit.. And Ahab himſelfe , who durſt not lay-claime 
ro-Naboths vineyard, without purchaſe, or colour of confiſcation,pros - ; 
And among-our - 


vie illegall exactions, borrowing alwayes a colour of law , and” the . 3 
' [known:laws of the land-, enabling the meaneftſubje& ro maintain this 1 
Propricty , even in a two-penny- matter, againſt his- Soveraigne;, And 
the innumerable verdids; in all Courts, paſſing for the SubjeR, againſt _ 
he King; aſſure me, that unleſſe God for our ſins ſhould give upour ©” 

arliament and-State-to the vaſſallage which this Poptſh Army would - 


down our defenſive Arms, confeſle that the Magiſtrate cannot require J 
any thing but by law,and that the ſubje@ need nor yeeld up his right-but | 


,tocry unto 2? 
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* away my coat,my houſe,my land,I may defend theſe from him with all 
+ the ſtrength of Law I can;but if he come with armed violence to take a-i 
| way my Jiberty,life,religion,T muſt yeeld up theſe without making any; 


* my propriety in , v4, my money , which I may giveaway , and inthe 
_ meantime my liberty,life, religion, which are mine by the laws of God 
* and man, I may not fecure with a good conſcience. True itis , ifin caſe 
# it do (upon circumſtances duely weighed ) appear that our receding. 


4 . ours rule, Mat.5, 39. that we ſhould both remit of our right, and ſub- 


7-. their Prince hath by conqueſt ſpotled them of that liberty, which God 
” and naturegave them at the firſt. Or ſecondly, becauſe they or their 
i Anceſtors having ſubmitted by Covenant and Conſent to him to bee 
! their ſupream Rulcr-according to Law, they muſt therefore be inter- 


daring to reſiſt them. - | 


- makes itunlawfull tor them to defend themſelves againſt the unjuſt vi- 


|, 2 * 
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= 
"1 


thatthe peoples right is to deſigr 
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| menwilallow me,ifthe king pretend Law in iny thing I may try ie out 1 


(6) 


with him , and not- when he or his Inſtruments come with open vio-] . 
lence: Ifthe king will ſueme, and by pretence of Law ſeek to-take 


reſiſtance : I may ſecurethat, whichT have nothing bur /ex terre to plead 


from our right, and not reſiſting wrong , will tend to the promoving 
of a.greater and a more generall good , or the preventing of a greater 
and a more generall evill, its agreeable ro right reaſon , and our Savi- 


mit to wrong, whether ſued er enſued, whether to ſuperiours or inferi- 
ours; or equals. But that men ſhould give a liberty of defence in Law ,| 
and yerablolutely condemne defence againſt unlawfull violence,is ſuch 
an 3aoyor, ſuch an abſurdity, as you ſhall ſeldome meer with. 
' Bur give me leave to weigh it a little further; if the Subjects de- 
fending themſelves by Armes againſt the violence of oppreſling Go- 
vernours and their inſtruments, be unlawfull , cither it muſt be becauſe 


— 


preted to have yeelded up all their Liberty ſo far as to be now unable 
wh a good Conſcience to defend themſelves againſt his violence , 
though contrary to Law. Or thirdly, becauſe God hath lifted up Prin- 
ces ſo farabove all mortall men, that all hands are by him bound from 


The firſt I inde not many pleading ,that peoples being conquered , 


olencesof their Conquerours or his Succeſſours Moſt of them grant ol | 
e the perſon of their Prince. Andin- . 


%. 
E 
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yoke, if we were able. ” ET "of 
tex) Bar though the: ſword begia the Conqueſt , yert-many times th 
) EF | i F . q® od . i 

- | Conſent 6fthe people comes in,and makes their Conquerour their 


truſted) deprive them ofthat liberry which they 
moſt abhorring to reaſon. Suppole a free man"'i 


Secondly, can it'beimagined;, by reaſon that a people:lubmisting; 

a lawfull government, ſhould thereby be neceffirared,40-that-w 
may overthtowtheendof all government, that is, inability.to-provi 
for their common ſafery. That whereas, when they were4ree-and was 
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\ ſelves againft injury : nowhaving ſubmitred, | 
| ditions; they are itterly diſabled to defend themſelves, 
'be their Broteour,would prove their Murtherer : It he who. both in 


-and the praiſe ofthem thar doe well, will' goe, or ſend , or fuffer a 
company of theeves or murtherers to goe in his name , and ſpoile and 
deſtroythem that do well : can their being ſubjes (in reafon) deprive 
them of their defence allowed them by the law of nature” * yea, were 
they not guilty of ſelf-murther in ſuffering ſuch a thing ? For inſtance, 
ſome of our Hiſtorians relate of King Toln 

with ſo deep a hatred againſt his Nobles and Commons , that he ſenr 
in Ambaſſadour to Miramumalin , cntituled the great King of Africa; 
Morocco,and Spain , wherein he offered to render unto him his King- 


ord,to forgoe the Chriſtian faith ( which he held vaine-) and receive 
hat of Mahomet ; like enough ſome Court Chaplain (may be the Clerk 
hat went on the errand ) might warrantize the Kings conſcience , and 


Keligion , to compell him to it. But whether the King did law- 
ully or not,is not our queſtion; but -whether the ſubjects might law- 
ully have reſiſted tharattempr of his , and have ſtood for their Religi- 
n, Lives,and Liberty. _— 

| Thirdly, is it notquite contrary to reaſon , that whereas Kings and 
tulers, nothing differing by nature from their meaneft ſubjects , were 


zeir prerogatives,ſcepters,and lives, no further then they may advance 
e publick good ; yet if they degenerate , and will be deſtroyers, the 
zople ſhould ſuffer all to be ſpoiled , as if Kingdomes and people had 
en created by God for the will, pleaſure,profit,yea and luſts of Prin- 
. As it a Pitor purpoſely appointed for the ſafe wafting over of pal- 
neers,who in ſtead thereof will daſh the ſhip againſt the rocks : Or 
Generall purpoſely choſen ( and ro whom the Souldiers have there-. 
re ſworne) for the ſafetic ofthe whole Army ,:ſhould yet turn the 
annon mouth uponthis own Souldiers,or deliver them all up into the 


tred, though 5 48 good con- 
it he that ſhould 


-himſelte and inftruments ſhould be onely for the-puniſhmenrt of evill, 
, Thar hee was tranſported 
dome, and to hold the ſame from him by tribute as his Soveraigne ' 
ell him,that it was the more ſhame for them who profeſt the Chriſtian - 


firſt conſtituted 4} and are ſtill continued for the protection, welfare, 
enefit,yea and ſervice of the people ; and who therefore ſhould value . 


nds of the enemy : the paſſengers and ſouldiers , yea, the officers in 


the ſip, f 
| from doing any thing to 7g: their own apparent deſtruQion. 


_ [Cas even Barclay and Grotins the two great propugners © 


and ſafe muſt ſuch a defence needs be, when done by the repreſentative 


ee (95-1). DT 
and councell of war in the' Artay, ſhould bemorally 
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this reaſon the Biſhop of Barge» in the Councel of Bſi/ proved the 7 
Councel to be above the Pope, and a kingdome abovethe King , and*? 
ſaid they were but flatterers who taughe otherwiſe. £ 


And fourthly, doth not'rightreafon as much abhor this,that where- 
as.Princes are the publick tarhers,and the people owe them the duty of - 
children , that theſe children ſhould be prohibited from keeping their * 
publick fathers from the greateſt evils: If our naturall father through ? 
ignorance or diſtemper ſhould go into a peſt-houſe, his children mighr © 
by force fetch him out; or if in a raging paſſion goabour to kiſl him- þ 
ſelf, wife, children, or any others, their children may difarm them, -* 

ea we aretied not ro uffer friend orfoe co incurre the guilt of rapine er 
lood, if -it lie tn our power ta; hinder it; and (ſpeakrto my reaſon ) 
what evil have Princes deſerved; that it they. go about to murderthem- - 
ſelves, ſubjects and children, not any of their people, no-not the whole - * 
body politick ſhould have power to reſtrainthem.  _ {+ 

And if reafon will allow this liberty of.reſiſtance to pans perſons 

the ſacred-and *7 
inviolable power of Kings, grant) how much more clear, honourable ,. * 


o 


body of a ſtate, who are Gods ordinance as well as kings, the miniſters 
of God ſent by him: to be a terrour to.(evill., arid a pruſe to them thar *? 
do well. And in Englandare the higheſt Court of Judicature, and in * 
whom his Majeſty confeſles there is legally. placed ſufficient powerto--.- 
prevent Tyranny. < rack 25 15 

Upon tuch reaſons as theſe', 'not only 'Heathens have reſiſted their « 
[Princes , whefi bent to ſubvert their laws and liberties ; buteven moſt 3 


war” of 


of the States of Chriſtendome,Papiſts aud Proreſtants when they have 
been-put to it, haye borne defenſive Armes againſt the unlawfull vio 
lences of their maſ-led Princes; 11 ft. £291 5 SN -3 DS» Mus # 5H 

But now 4t notwithſtanding alh this-faire. ſhew of reaſon: Gods word- © 


\ath determined the contrary,we mult lay our. hands upon our mouths, +1 
xd thall no. longer deſerve tobe/accounted the ſeryants and lubje&s #7 


= 
&*1 


| *xoores,,-whet! once it offers to oppoſe 


(Chriſt, then while we turne our reaſon; (how ſpecious ſoever ) iGiir- | 


2d» 


ar” 


yy | | 2 1: (10) 6) _ : BG hoa © 
ill. Burwhere is this Scriprece © be found? Cettainlyrhe # 


-je&ts inthe Old Teſtament knew it not Savls SubjeRs whio fivorethar 
| Saul ſhould not kill Forarhen, nor pluckan haire from his head,rhough 
| $4 bad {\wornby God he ſhould die, knew no fuch Scripture : and I 
[beleeve, that if the ſame men had binabour him when he proteſted the 
| Prieſts ofthe Lord ſhould die , _ would: nor only have with-held 
.. their own , but Daggs hands from doing execution. David knew no 


- Keilahagainlt Saul. Northoſe many choice men of the ſeverall Tribes 
- of I{racl , among whom were ſome of $4als brethren and kindred and 
| chief officers , that fellro David ( though Sawl had proclaimed him 
| Traitor ) from day to day to help him , till it was a great hoft like the 
| hoſt of God. : Andallthis while Davidwwas {though an innocent, yer) 
- but aprivate man. And Ithink if £/za5 hadtook himſclF bound in con- 
* ſcience £0 render him(elf priſonercothe. Caprains which Aha3544 ſent 
- for him, he would not have killed them with fire from heaven : 
| Neither would Eliſha have caken ſuch a rough' courſe with the meſ- 
| ſengers ſent to take his head. Nor would the eighty valiant Prieſts 
 havethruſt H77/a- by force. out of the Temple, who was 'a King 
| ſtill, though a Leper. Neither. can theſe examples be eluded with 
| ſaying theſe were extraordinary perſons, for firſt they were. not all 
> fo, not the people that relifted Saul, nor the people that fell to 
- . Davis, nor the cighty Prieſts , unlefſe in the extraordinarineffe and 
| valiancy. of their ſpirits: And for the extraordinary perſons therti- 
-. ſelves, Iknow nothing whytheir examples may not be pleaded, for 
- our Defenſive Armes,as well as Davidscating the ſhewbread was plea-| 
., ded by our Saviour for his Diſciples rubbing the ears of cor ; unlefſe 
- they.can firſt ſhew , that 'their praQice” was againſt a known law, I 
 meanunleſſe there were ſathe known law that Innocents might not de- 
- fendthemſelves , andone-another againſt the unjuſt violence of their 
” princes. Indeed we often read in n - Old Teſtament of fearing the 
ing,honouring the King,obeying theKing, which their pratice ſhews 


mey 


. - dience , and Subjefion ro their Magiſtrates according to law 


ſuch Scripture ; nor the 600 men with him , that would have fortified 


underſtaod: to: binde them to-yeeld Honour , Loyaltie , Obe-| 


good Sub. 
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- Nettie! 1s, Dons pee new + Teac} | here Fed 
Fall and freauent exhortarionsto ſubmir out ſelyesto Magiſtrates, 60K 


_ arethe Miniſters of God, 8c. full proof there gs that weſt beur 
| the aurhority of Rulers,that i is, under their Legall Commands ;nor® 
word of being at the diſpoſe of their Megall wills : The' word #1 


4 


their Kings , norunder Antiochus, nor the Churches of Chrift,nor! : 


ſubjet tothahigher Powers which are ordained of God/Snotec £0' = 
the Ordinance of God; but not one word that we may not reſiftch 
rannie of men,no calone for ir,unlefle any wil ſay hae” Tyranny 0 Ge 
Ordinance,tharTyrants bear the ſword fortheipuniſhment ofeyils N 


there is orice, derived Se licet, ro ſhew, a+one obfct ies , hats 
Tem bindes ſabjes to obey Superiours not ad {ibiturs , but ad tich 
not to obey their lawleſle Juſts & wils,but their lawfull authoriry;w 
ou reſiſting. And ſurely it were ſtran age, ,thartf God had laid this ye 
of ſubjeRton to the ilegatt willof Rulers., that neither the Jews u ed 


primitive Churches after once their Religion and Liberties w 

bliſhed by Laws,norany of the Reformec Churches have tookt 
ſelves concluded under « : which of all the Reformed Ohurohes tv a 
not by their practice manifeſted, that Religion bindesthem nattos 
their throats to be cut , or their liberties and ftates to be ſpoited at 4 
meer will of their Princes and their Inftruments, contrary tothar & 
Laws and Edits 2 Were notthe Lutheran Churches put 0 it, andy 
fended themſelves againft the Emperour Charles the fifth , when 4 
Smalchaldian confederacie was entring Did not both the Divis 
and Lawyers beiig conſulted with,agree, that the inferiour Wong 
might at ſometime refiſt the Supertour 2 Have not the Saves 4 
Churches of the Netherlands done the like conſtantly againſt the K 
of Spain ? the Proteſtants in France againſt their Kings? How © ofes 
andhow lately have our Brethren in Scotland done the ſame * And! 
though ſincethe Reformation, England was never put tot aunt 
unhappie differences , yer how conſtantly have our moſt Jeamed; d 
vines,Biſhops as well as others, defended by their Pens, and our Pri 
ces and States by their aides of men and money,their diftteiſedand © 
prefled Brethrenand Neighbours inthe like caſe? andnow i in our 0f 
ſight boththe King and” ateShaveacy uitted the Scors,as havt 1g dQ 
nothi © intheic re defenre;burwhatbectme gooddubjcRts;An i Ion 


9 = > x 
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by eta prin , intheir uſuall taking of Armes , and noc leaving till 
hey had compelled their Princes to ratifie their ' Priviledges 'and 
Charters, which through ill Counſellors they had infringed. And ob- 
erveable it is, that betauſe the Biſhops and Clergie of thoſe times ſaw 
he Princes go about to take down their pride, they were ever the moſt 
orward- to juſtifie the proceeding of the State ;' and I ſuſpe&, in caſe 
he Tables were turned, and we had a King endeavouring to take down 
he Biſhops, to take away Pluralices, Non-reſidents , &c. And a Parlia- 
nent ſeeking to maintain them, the world would hear another: Divi- 


amnable. | 

"But left'I might be thought not co have vveighed the Seripture and, 
eaſons of both ſides equally , I'vvill give you a further account yvhar 
ny thoughts vvere, and are concerning the Scriptures uſually pleaded 
painſt this reſiſtance,and the reaſons deduced from them. The ſtrong- 

[t hold they pretend to,is built upon Romans 13. 1.8&Cc.1.Peter 2. 13,14. 
vhere vve are enjoyned ſubjetion to the Higher Powers, eſpecially to 

ze King as Supreme , and all know that Nerothe then ſupreme Gover- 
pur, was no betterthen a Tyrant. ' A»ſm. Firſt, i is obſervable thac 
ais objection, and almoſt alFthe reſt taken out of. the Scripture , make 
ie caſe of all Subjects in all Kingdomes to be alike; that although { as 
touched before) there arechardly two Kingdomes in the world, bnt do. 
fer-in Lavves, Cuſtomes,and Conſtitutions, bounding the Kings au- 
jority, -and the Subjects obedience , yet if any of theſe would change 


peden, or Polonia, vwvould invade the libertie of his SubjeRs,and make 
mſelfe as abſolute ,-( not onely as the King of England, but ) as-the 
ing of France,or Spaine,or the great Twrke)this argument tyes all their 
abjecs from reſiſting ; let any man ſhew an our-gate for the Subjeds 
Frhe one, vvhich vvill nor let out others, and for my part I vvill yeeld 
e cauſe:If they ſay theſe Kings tooktheir Crowns uponthofetermes,. 
d the Subjects indented to have liberty of reſiſtance in ſuch caſes, 
en they grant that vyhere the Laws of the Kingdome allovy a liberty 


the judgtnent of this Nation was in the time of popery is plain 'enongh. | - 


wie from many ofthem , who now cry out, that all our defence is 


e bounds of his authoritie ( for inſtance, If the King of Demmarke , or 


reſiſtance, reſiſtance may be uſed notvvithſtanding theſetexrts,which . 
bs much: as vveplead for: It any people have covenanted inno cale _F,, 


> 
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rorefiſt , let them ſcek another anſwer,in the mean time theſe Texts 16 
not thoſe from refiſting(by their own anſwer)who have not tyed them 
ſelves. -- Kone Sn | 7 = 
.* Secondly, I appeal to their own judgements , whether theſe Texts; 
forbid all forcib reſiſtance ; Suppoſe a Prince in his rage ſhould ga! 
| aboutto kill himſelf , or run ſome innocent man thorow with his: 
+ ſword, might ag man take the ſword out of his hand*and if it be lawfull: 
for a private man to diſ-arme him -of the weapons wherewith he; 
would kill one , may not the State take ſuch weapons out of his orthe; 
hands of his Inſtruments , wherewith they go abont to. deſtroy alla 
Thirdly , both Texts lay the ſame charge for ſubjeQion -to inferiour? 
Magiſtrates, who likewiſc have their authoritie from God , though un- 


der the Superiour: As our Saviour faid to Pilate,who was buta Deputy, 


* 4 


P_. 


thou couldſt have no iZovsiar , no power at all againſt me,if it were noe 
giventhee from above. And may no refiftance be made againſt the un- 
juſt violence of inferiour Officers ; if there may , it is ſufficienty-* 
ſure I am,the Texts have not one word to allow the one, and prohibite -; 
the other. Fourthly,whar one ſyllable in cirher of theſe Texts ſo much? 
as looks towards the forbidding of a people to reſiſt Tyrannie,but onely * 
that we reſiſt not the Magiſtrates in the rightfull exerciſe of their aus 
thority given them by God: theTexts ſpeak not of their perſons,bur of 4 
their power; not of their dictates, but of their legall commands;no more © 
of Kings than of an higher powerin an Ariſtocracie , or Democracie, - | 
binding all perſons to ſubje& themſelves to that Power and Authort- 
Jric which in the ſeverall places vvhere they live is the higheſt - or ſu--:; 

preme power. bo, s ol 
| Object, But Nero was a Tyrant. J 

Anſw. Nox in his five firſt years; nor ſecendly;vyas hea Tyrantin alt * 
hings ; he had authoritie to rule according toLaw , that was.not his © 

yrannie ; his Tyrannic was, what he uſurped contrary to the Law :.. 
Por thirdly,vvere all his under-officers Tyrants , many of them could - © 
ay with Feſtus, Acts 25. It is not the manner of the Romanes- to deliver 
ny man to die, before that hee which i accuſed , have the. accaſers fave 
[o face , and Buve leave to anſwer for bimſelf; and vvould: accordiog-- | 
 .Þ 4iſmiſſe them, if they had done nothing worthie of death. ar df 
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+. © . Brit dotit not Chapter of the Romanes | 
blainly Binde-up tiers hands from reſiſting che ſupreme Power 2 : | 
- CA nſw. By the Supreme power muſt be meant, that power, which by- h 
he origitiz}l and fundamientall Conftitation of any people and: Nari- |- 
on, hath authorttie to make Laws which fhall binde the whole Nation; | ? 
to difpoſe of the eſtates and lives of any perfon or perſons for the good 
of rhe Nation , to judge every perſonand perſons in the Narion derer- 1: 
 minarively and concluſively {0 as from that judgement there is no ap- h 
-pealing , that power itſelf being fubject ro the judgement and. autho- | Þ 
ritic of none but God : and cAriftotle makes three diſtin Branches of 
this power. 7 | | Fj 
| © 1. The power of making and repealing Lawes, a Legiſlative power. | 7: 
..2. Thepowerof making War and Peace, of impoſing Cuſtomesand tl 
' Fributes. | YI EEE, : 2:3 
3. The power of judging Caufes and Crimes ultimately and deci-| Y 
| fively : where theſe three meet, and make their reſidence, whether in a 
| Siieperſon, i5 in abſolute Monarchs ; or in marry, as in mixed Monar-| K 
- chi&or Ariſtocracies ; or in the body of the people , as inthe ancrent| *! 
” Romane government,thereis the higheſt power which every ſoul is for- [ 
 bidden to reſift : Bur now what ever be the higher power .in England;] _ 
| moſt certain it is,that the Kings abſolute or illegall will,is nor the highs| ® 
' Eſt power, that hath neither power to make Laws , nor repeate Laws 


* that hath not power to acquit or cotidemne; nor may men appeal fro 
.. the Kings lawfull judgement Seat to the Kings abfolute will; bur his 
|} legall will in the higheſt Court; or the King and Parliament may make 
' Lawes or repeal Lawes , may engage the whole Nation in a War , anc 
command both the Bodies and Purſes of men unto the fervice', 15the 
higheſt Court of Judicatute, to which all my appeal, and from whic 
none may appeal, and conſequently againſtwhichthere isno refiftance 
So that if men would read this Text of the thirteenth ro the Romans 
inplain Erigliſh it amounts direQly to thus. much, Let every ſonl 1 
'- Englind be ſubje&to King and Parliament , for they are the highq # 
” powers ordained unto you of God, whoſoever therefore reſiſteth Kin 

| and Parliament, refiſteth the Ordinance of God,and they tharreſiſt 
a. ceAdive fothem: bv. ;-dat nation. I would detire no other 3 Fe! bur | 1 
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© ;: enrary cauſe, orto ſtrike terrour into their Loynes; 4f their-long * 
*. Jconverſing with God-dammer's, hath not drawn ſuch a Kawl overthew 
hearts , that to them damnation is ridiculous. \ 3.5 03 oi $9 1f8 
© .065e&. 3. Bur doth not Saint Peter ſay expreſly,the King is Supreme, * 
17P&.2.12. onogle ae aro 

:Anſw.'1." It may as well be tranſlated Superiour, as Supreme; the ; 
ſame word in the x3 ofthe Romans is tranſlated Superiour , higher, not : 
higheſt. 2. It is plain, the Apoſtle is not there conſtituting Govern 
ments, bur giving direQion to people to obey the .Government they; 
lived'undor; and the Texthath as much ſtrength to enforce ſubjeRion. 
to Ariſtocracy , as to Monarchy : If the people of Pontws," Aſia , Caps; 
| padocia,, Bithynia , were under an abſolute Monarchy, as ſometimes: 
1d | they were, being petty Kingdoms crumbled our of the great Monarchy: 
of Alexander ; andit may be did retain yet the ſame forme of Go» 
vernment, if not of their own, yet as lately received from the Romansz! 
all that can'be enforced from thence is , That the Apoftle names the: 
Kings of thoſe particular Countries to be ſuch as they were, and come! 
at] mands ſubjetion to them, but no wayes tyes other kingdoms to be: 
#2] like unto them. = al 
d; objec. 4. But wein England by our oaths, do acknowledpe: the 
| King to be Supreme, CE F 
4] - Anſm. 1. We, willingly grant Him to be Supreme, to judge all 
perſons in all cauſes according to His Lawes,and the eſtabliſhed-Ordery 
il ofthe Kingdom;burnot ar, or by His abſolute will or pleaſure. z. Whos 
La) ever conſiders the title, ſcope, and words,both of the Oath and the AM 
4d of Parliament that enjoynes it , will eaſily ſee that both the AR ans 
\d Oath were intended in oppoſition to that Supremacie which the Pope 
ſometimes challenged and uſurpedin this Kitgdome of England , ans 
Id no more: And this: to be thetrue intent and meaning of 1t'; appeat! 
o more fully by that explication or limitation of the Oath, made the nex 
1 Parliament, 5. £/4z, Wherein it is declared, That that Oath made 
1- E/:z, ſhall betakenand expounded in: ſuch form, as it is ſet fotth it 
an admonition added tothe Queens Injundtions, publiſhed,” eo Þ 
of Her Raign, viz; To confeſle or acknowledge in Her.,. Her Heir 
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and Succeflors, no other Authority then that which was challenged ar 
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| lately uſed by King Herry the eighth and Edward the ſixth. And by 4 
- this time you mayſee how little offenſive theſe two (ſo much boaſted)|con 
Texts are to our defenſive Arms. F226! | 
- Object. Other places of Scriptures the adverſaries ſeeme not much}Po! 
to confide in,therefore I will paſſe them oyer the more briefly; yet ler|ſo * 
vis a lictle conſider of them, Watth. 26. 52. They that take the ſword ſhall |ma 
periſh with the ſword. Where Chriſt ſeems to rebuke Peter for wſing |th4 
defenſive artns againſt the officersthat came with a pretext of authority | his 
| toapprehend- Chriſt, _ | SITE di $£t7 
| Anſw.1. This is not a reproof of the ſword taken for juſt defence, | ſay 
| but of the ſword taken for unjuſt oppreſſion,and a comfort to thoſe that | pre 
are oppreſſed by it; for 0rigen , Theophyladt , Titus , Euthimins, inter- | Gt 
pret the meaning to be , That Chriſt doth not rebuke Peter for uſing | ev 
| defenſive Arms, but to let-Peter know that he 'need not ſnatch Gods | vi! 
| Work out of his hand , for God would in due time piiniſh-thoſe with | 15 
| the ſword., that came thus with the ſword againſt him; and that theſe | cc 
| words are a Propheſie of the puniſhment which the Roman ſword 
| ſhould: enact of the bloudy Jewiſh Nation; according with the like | V 
| expreſſion, Revel. 13.10. He that kills with the (word, muſt be killed with | tl 
[rhe (word , here ts the patience, aud faith of the Saints , that is , This may | P 
comfort the Saints intheir perſecutions, that God will take vengeance | t: 
[for them. But fecondly , Suppoſe it was a reproof of Peters ufing the 
{word ; then the plain meaning is to condemn Peters raſhneſſe, who | a 
[drew his {word, and never ſtaidto know his Maſters minde, whether | 7 
the ſhould ſtrike or not ; and ſo reproves thoſe who raihly, unlawfully, | t 
tor-doubtingly uſe the ſword : Adde this,That now was the hour come- | \ 
of Chriſts ſuffering, and not of his Apoſtles fighting , wherein Chriſt | * 
Iwould nor be reſcued, no, not by twelve Legions of Angels,much leſſe | 
hen by the ſword of man; Therefore he faith to Peter, Pat up thy | | 
ſword , &c. Butintended not that it ſhould alwayes be unlawfull for | 1 
this people to uſe the ſword in their juſt defence, againſt unjuſt violence, | | 


for then he would never have commanded them, bur a little before,that 
lhe thafharh two Coats, tet him ſell one and buy a ſword. | 
| Object. Eccleſ. 8.2. &c. I counſell thee to keep the Kings (ommanament, 
Sec. He doth whatever he pleaſeth., 8c. Where "ackas. of a King is,there 


Ks power, and who may [ay to him, What. doft thou © © A. ate 


( 177) 72987 . 
Anſw. 1. No man can anderfiagd it literally in all things, as if every. - 
d[commandment of the King muſt. be kepr, as it no ations of the King. | 
. [might be ſcanned,nox reproved by any man,asthe Canoniſts ſay ofthe 
clh]Pope, That if he lead thouſands to.hel, none may ſay, Why doſt thou 
ler[ſo £ Surely, if Sau! command to murder the Lords Prieſts, that com-. 
all |[mandment need not be kept: If David lie with his neighbours wife, Na- 
ng [thay may ſay, Why doſt thou ſo ? If 4h45 murder Naboth,and ſwallow _ 
ty | his inheritance, worſhip Baa/, perſecute and kill the Prophets of the 
Lord, Elijah may reprove him , notwithſtanding this Text, Who car 
e, | ſay unto him what doſt thou ? Secondly, The Text plainly enough inter- , 
a6 | prets it ſelf, Keep the Kings commandment, according to the oath of 
God, ſtand not in an.evilthing againſt him, he hath power to do what-. 
ever he will. Sz ſcelus patraveris,effugere non poterss, It you commir e- 
vil, you cannot eſcape | mage : where the word of a King is, there 
is power, v/, to puniſh them that do evil, and none to call him to ac- 
count for doing it, and who can ſay uuto-him, What doſt thou ? 
| objed#. Another text is, Proverb. 8.15. By me- Kings -reigne, &c. 
Whence they plead, that becauſe Kings and Princes receive their au- : 
thority only from God, and the people at the urmoſt only deſigne the. 
Perſon, but give him none of his power ; therefore they may inno caſe 
take away his power from him. =» 
Anſw. 1. It faith no more of Kings, then of Nobles,Senators,and 
all other Judges of the earth: for it follows, By me Princes rule, and. 
| Nobles, even all the Fudges of the Earth. Secondly, Although no ſuch 
thing is inthe Text, that the people give no power to the Magiſtrate, | 
. | yet we will ſuppoſe it to be true, whatthen will follow more then this?” 
| That although.they may not take from the Magiſtrate that power. 
which God hath given him ; yet they may defend themſelves againſt” 
ſuch unjuſt violences,as God never gavethe Magiſtrate power to com-, . 
mit. A woman. hath power to deſigne the perſon of her husband to. * 
her ſelf, butthe authoritie of a husband is from. God; now though, 
| the wife may.not take away the husbands juſt authority, ſhe;may de- ly 
tend her ſelf againſt oppreſſionand injury: i IL 
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object. Some alledge God's judgement upon the two kundred. and; 
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| Anſw. They were Rebels againſttheir lawfull Governouts; rulin 

exactly , according to the expreſle will of God. And may all thoſe 
- periſh with them who will plead for ſuch as they are. wh Ys 
| ''ObjefF. Others alledge, 1 Sam.'8.” 11. where the people ate let to 


| have no juſt cauſe of reſiſtance ; for they ſhall have no other remedy 
left them , bur preces & lachrime , crying to the Lord, Vetrl..8. 
_ ** nſw. But faith the Text ſo * Ler us read the words a little , and 
'Fou ſhall cry out in that day , Becauſe of the King , which you have 
* choſen, and the Lord ſhall not hear in that day... Is this to ſay, they have 
{no juſt cauſe of reſiſtance, nor no remedy letr, but complaining * In- 
deed if the Holy Ghoſt had ſaid, You ſhal not reſiſt, nor fight for your 
liberties , 8c. there had been ſome ſhew of reaſon for ſuch a deducti- 
| On, as ſome would extort fromthem, bur yet , eyen then, Why might 
| not the words have been a prediftion, of the curſe of God upon the 
| people , giving them up to ſuch a baſe degenerate ignoble ſpirit , thar 
they thall have no heart ro ſtand up in the defence of their liberties and 


the people , Zeb. 24. 21. of calamitoustimes', in which hetels them, 
Verſe. 24. That they ſhould not mourn or weep ; Will any man in- 
| terpret this,as if God made it unlawful for them to mourn, or to weep, 
or was it not rather a predi&tion of their ſtupidity of ſpirit, when they 
E ſhould pine away under theſe calatnities 2 ſo Fere. 27. God ſaid they 
# ſhould put their necks under the yoke of the Kings of Babylon ; Will 
| any man thence gather, That other People are bound to put their necks 
{ underthe yoke of a forraignenemy invading them * In one vyord, the 
| plain meaning is , That this People ſhould dearly rue it, for caſting off 
the form of Government which God had choſen forthem 3and vvhen 
Erhey ſhould mourn undertheir ovvn choice , God vvould not takethe 
E an impoſition ofa duty. OS do 
| Object. Bur David durſt nor lift up his hand againſt the Lords Anoiri- 


| fometimes in his poyvet to have killed him. 


y 


Hives, rather then a prohibition of ſuch reſiſtatice? The Lord foretels | 


underſtand how they ſhal be oppreſſed by their Kings; yet for all thar,|- - 


—_ 


ted, though he didtyrannically perſecute him ; yea , though it vvere - 


' yoke from off their necks. and ſoitisa threatning of a judgement, not 


- -vAnſw, No man pleads that any David ſhould kill the Lords Anoin- | 
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' 1 Chron.. 12. 16. and1o forvvard. When divers. of the chi 


. and rebuke it. Now mark their anſwer , the 
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ted; yet he may defend himſelf oxi his unjuſt violence ;.; as Davi 
icre did, | 
object, But if they may not kill him,vyho can be ſecured ? Thar.in 1 
bartell (as at Keymon field) his bullet may not hit the Lords Anoimtsd., 
"* Anſw. 1s this their fault , vvho have-ſo often petitioned his.Ma; 
to vvithdraw himſelf from "ſuch dangerons VVayes ; as both the Par 
liament and his Excellencie hath done, if their:-peritions: vvould h 
beer: received 2 or rather theirs , who(the vyot(e Subjects they, ath 
the more accurſed they ) haveled Him into thefe unnaturall Ware 
and doin a manner inforce His preſence ih them? Did they bear thi 
affection to His Majeſtic as they pretend ,. They vyould vvith Daw 
men, Swear, Thow ſhalt no more go-0ut with us to battell, leſt thou quench th 
light of Tſracl, 2. Sam. 21. 17. We have heard much of the Cayalier 
vvearing , but I never yet heard that one of them had the honeſtic 
ſwear this ; Nay they are vvronged in reports ,.if ſome. of them hav 
not ſworn the contrarie. | 
objei?, But David vvould not fight againſt him. E 
Anſw. Indeed he never did fight againſt him., becauſe his numbex 
never vvere conſiderable till rovvards the laſt hur he; vvould have fa! ; 
fied the Citie of Keilah againſt him; And it had beena ftrangermtmadin 
to have had 600,.men vvith him , if his conſcience would have ſoffe 
him to have done nothing, bur flee >fure one might moreeaſlly- be: 
then 600. Bur there is a plain text aſſuringus that:David: ad: IT meh 
yvyoud have done more then run up and dovvn,, if occafion had ſerv 
drenof 5 
dah and Benjamin came to joyne with him; David 'vyent' out to. nie t 
them, and ſaid, 1f ye be came to help me, Bcc. But if yecometo betray m£ 
to my enemies, I being innocent, the Godofc ye faghary look won E 
oft npgbr Heinf 
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the chief Captain,and he faid, Thine art we Da 

he to thee , and ret zo thy helpers «hen. David re 
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day by day,till his hoſt was like an hoſt of God. Now by theſe mens 
argument. , if Davids hoſt had been fourtie thouſand , and Saw! come 
againſt him but with five or fix hundred, they muſt all have fled from 
h1m,and not have put itto a battell. Credat Fudens Appella, non ego. 
- Object. Bur the Fathers of the Primitive times knew no defence but 
preces & lachrymz in all their unjuſt ſafferings. 
 Anſw. 1. It follows not,becauſe they knew ir not,therefore we can- 
zot know it : there might be ſpeciall reaſons of Gods diſpenſations to- 
7ards them. 2, Their Liberties and Religion were not eſtabliſhed by 
aw;and this wasthe cauſe , fairh 4bbot Biſhop of Salisbury , why the 
Chriſtians in the Primitive times, before their Religion was eſtabliſhed 
dy Law, cedebantur non cedebant, would rather be killed then kill : Bur 
(fter the times of Conſtantine, when Religion was eſtabliſhed, they ſhook 
df cheyoke of perſecution from the Church,& cedebant non cedebantar, 
hey did kill rather then be killed. 3. Where did any of the Fathers ever 
dppolſethns opinion,and condemn this practice, thax is,declaring it un- 
wrull , eſpecially for a repreſentative body to defend themſelves a- 


eſtimonies wereto be found,the Parliament ſhould have heard of them 
deforethis time. 4. We want not examples of ſuch defence in the Pri- 
mitive times , when once Religion was eſtabliſhr by Edi& ofthe Ro- 
mane Empire,and Licinius the Emperour of the Eaſt (/egum violator ma« 
cimac,contrary to Law and his Covenant ) would perſecute the Chri- 
tians;chey defended themſelves by Arms.and —_— the great joy- 
ned with them; And as Euſebirns {ith,held it his dutie , /nfinitunm homi- 
mim genus paucis nefariis hominibus tanquam quibuſdam corruptelis, e medio 
Fublatis, incolumes fſcrware : To deliver an infihite multitude of men-, by 
putting offa fey vvicked ones,as the peſts and plagues ofthe time. The 
Chriſtians living under the Perſian King,and vvronged by him , ſoughr 
or help from the Romane Emperour Th-odefius , and vvere :flifted 
by him; and vvhen the King of Perſia complained that Theodofius ſhould 


only prote& them becauſe they were ſuppliants,butwas ready.ro defend 
hem,and no way'to ſec them ſuffer for Religion, it beingthe ſame with 
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painſtthe unjuſt violence of their miſ-led Princes? I beleeve if any ſuch 


meddlein affairs of his-Kingdome; Throdoſrasanſvvered, that tredid not / 


chelr - 


SP EO OO Ok wn”nD oo © a a. av an aun. a 


E1! 


Ueenone. | 


' [york upon the conſciences of people , yet when they cometo diſpute: 


EEE Rn. EBT ws | 
their own. Ir ſeems they thought iras lawfull to help #n innocent pec 
ple againſt the oppreſſions of their owh Prince , as for one neighbe 
ro ſuccour another againſt theeves and robbers. The Macedonians ob- 
tained ofthe Emperour Conſtantius , four thouſand armed men to help 
them drive out the Novatians from Paphlagonia,the Orthodox afliſtee 


the Novatians againſt the unjuſt violence , and were armed falcibm 
clavs, & ſecuribue , with fithes, clubs and hatchets, and cur off almoft 
all the Souldiers , and many of the Paphlagonians. Ar Conſtantinopke 
the Orthodox defended Pauls his Eleftion againſt Macedonius andhis 
abettors , though afliſted with the Militarie Forces , and the Hiſtorian 
blames them onely for killing the Commander Hermogenes. Fuſtina 
Falentinianus mother , infected with Arianiſme, commanded to banify 
Ambroſe , but the people reſiſted , and for a while defeated the plor of 
them who would have ſent Ambroſe into baniſhment. The inhabitants 
of Armenia the greater,profeſling the Chriſtian Faith , were abuſed by: 
the Perſtans (among whom they lived ) eſpecially for their Religion; 
they entred into a league with the Romanes fortheir ſafette. You ſee} 
here are ſome examples where the ancient Chriſtians uſed defenſive 
Arms , and I doubt not bur ſuch as are well read in the ſtories of rhoſe*” 
times might produce many more. 16 

0b. But there is one DoQour who goes about to prove by reaſon,that'1 
opprefled Subjects ſhould not defend themſelves againſt their Princes, } 
though bent ro ſubyert Religion, Laws,and Liberties, becauſe(forſoorth) ? 
{ich reſiſtance tends to the diſſolution of Order and Government; 
that is, todifable Princes from ſubverting Religion, Law, and Liberty * 
(which is the very diſſolution ofall Orderand Government ) tends to © 
the diſſolution of all Order and Government ; as if hindring a man? ; 
from pulling down his houſe , were the pulling down the houſe: As if: * 
the hindring the Pilot from daſhing the Ship againſt the rock , tended* : 
ro daſh the Ship againſtthe rock , If any man elſe ſee any colour of rea-? | 
ſon in this reaſon, I defire them to make it appear, for,for my part Lean * 


And indeedthe caſe is ſo clear , that moſt, of chem who cry Jon } 
efenfive Arms , though they uſe ſuch Scriptures and Arguments ro * 
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rlling to daſh againſt the rock of moſt learned Divines , whether Pro. 
ſtants or Papiſts, and, I think, of almoſt all Politicians ) bur fall rg 
liſcofle matters of fact , charging the Parliament with invading the 
Kings juſt Prerogative,uſurping an exorbitant power and authority» 8c; 
zea , His Majeſtie is-all his Declarations infiſts onely upon this, never 
veceſting that in Conſcience they are prohibited to defend thetnſelyes, 
n caſe he ſhould-violently invade their Liberties , yea, expreſly grants, 
tar'there is power ſufficient legally placed inthe Parliamentto pre- 
vent Tyrannic. | | 


priefly give you an account what ſatisfied me in the ſecond, I 
Mean matter of fact, that His Majeſtie being ſeduced by wicked coun- 
fell did levie war againſtthe Parliament : My great evidence was, the 
Parliament judged D 5 the judgement of a Parliament of England 
was never queſtioned till now by a people of England: all Patents , 
Charters, Commiſſions, Grants , Proclamations , and Writs of the 
Sony of England, receive their judgement , and are often repealed and 
made null by a Parliament. : all controverſies betwixt the Kimg and 
| Subject receive their finall determination in the Parliament; the judge- 
| ments of all other Courts are ratified or nullified by a Parliament. I 
; = heard ſome wiſe men ſay, That a Parliament in England(like Pauls 
Pirituall man) judgeth all, and it ſelf is judged of none.; and therefore 
| if L ſhould give you no other account of my entring upon my Office 
| imthe Armie ( which was not to fight, nor meddle in the Councell of 
War , but onely to teach them how to behave. themſelves according 
' to the Word, that God might be with them ) ſhould I (I fay) give 


| be acquitted by indifferent men. But although I had learned , that no 
{ diſhonourable thing ſhould be imagined of that Honourable Aſſem- 
- bly, yet I held it my dutic not to yeeld blinde obedience, or go by an 
| implicite Faith, bur ſearch whether the things were fo; and the ratner, 
becauſe both ſides have appealed to.heaven, to that God,whono doubt 
{ in due time will clear the righteous cauſe : And upon my ſearch theſe 
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Things were quickly appatent. © 


p,will hardly endure'to have the Queſtion rightly ſtated, fas being un4 


And therefore now I leave the caſe of Divinitie , and ſhall more * 


no other account but the determination of that wiſe aſſembly,I ſhould | 
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It was very cleate,that the perſons too much prevailing withhis'Ma, 
| jeſty,had long before this Parliament; defigne; for 'over-throwing: ol.) 
 Laws,enflavmg| aut Liberties, andaktering our Religion 4 and ithadfe 
far prevailed, that we were tayt#»m non:{wallowed-up;and whenthrougl 
the good providenceof God , this Parliament was called » and many 
hopes conceived,that 'now his Majeſty ſeeing the miſchief of adhering 
to {uch ill counſellours, would for the time to come be wholly gaides 
by the great Councell of his Kingdome: alas t '{oon appeared thar' thy 
fame kinde of Counſellours were ſtill moſt prevailing , inſomuch thai 
(ſoon after the pacification with Scotland ) the Notthern Army ſhouk 
have-been brought up to London , as appeares- by the very cathes © 
ſome who'ſhould have acted it, a thing then thought ſo pernicions,th 
not only the chief Actors fled beyond the Seas , but many.reall Coug 
tiers earneſtly ſolicited their friends in both'Houſes -, that this their ini 
excuſable errour might be paſled over; and now to begin. upon. a ney 
ſcore. Butthat which made me the more ſuſpeMX their preyailing witl 
his Majeſty was, that, the horrid Rebellion broken out in-Ireland , th 
Rebels pretending his Majeſties and the Queenes Commiſſion for thei 
warrant,it was at leaſt three moneths after, before they were proclaim 
ed Traytours,and when it was Jane ho Copies ofthe Proclamationste 
be got for love or money; whereas when the Scots were proclai 
Rebels and Traytours,it muſt ſpeedily be publiſhed in all the Churche 
of England.I muſtacknowledge,this made me to think,thatthe Parlia 
ment-had*juſt cauſe to be jealous of great danger. But when His Maje 
ſty returned from Scotland,diſcharged the guard which the Parliamen 
had ſer for their own ſafety ; and an other denied , except 'under' thi 
_ of the Queens Chamberlain, and His Majeſty himſelf entertai 
ned divers Capraines as aſuper-numerary guard at Whitehall; went ri 
of the Houſe of Commons after that manner.to demand the five niember 
n-| to be delivered unto Him; The Earle of Newcaftle (now General of thþ 
nj Armie of Papiſts'in the North) ſent to Hull,attempring to4etze ir anc 
r, the Magazine there,his Majeſtic,according to the Lord, Dszbies letrers 
bry retiring from the Parliament;to a place of ſtrength ; andthe Queen: gg 
ing beyond Seato raiſe a partie there; I muſt have ſhutmy eyes, if Iha 
not ſeen danger , and thoufands of thouſands would ' havs:ithough 
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flajeſty ( as they did ) to ſettle the Militia ; all former ſertlings of it.by- 
ommiſſions of Lievtenancy being confeſſedly void :-His Majeſtic re- 
pling this in that manner as they thought neceſſary for ſecurity , they 
oted the putting of it into the hands of perſons whom they thought: 
e State might confide in (thoughalas many of them {ince have di{co- 
:redro us how vaine is our hope ih'man ) And ſecured the Town of 
lull,and theMagazine there:{oon after this his Majeſty in the.north ſei- 
2d New- Caſtle,and'under the name ofa guard begun to-raiſe an army 
Il this was done before the Parliament voted that his Majeſty ſeduced 
y wicked councell', &c. And:when his Majcſties Army was more.en- 
realed , he then declared that he was reſolved by ſtrength to recoyer 
ull and the Magazine; and to ſupprefſe-rthe Militia :- After this indeed 
e Parliament began to make vigorous preparations bytheir propoliti-. 


O = 
ns for-Plate; Money, Horſe, &c. 


This being the true progreſle and ſtate of the buſineſle , I ſaw clearly 
along , the Kingdome and Parliament were in danger , that it was 
erefore neceſſary to have the Militia and Navie in ſafe hands , which 
lis Majeſty alſo acknowledged: ; That he refuledto ſettle it for a.time 
the way they conceived neceſſary,and that by the judgement of both. 
louſes when-they were full, they had power by the fundamentall Laws 
fthe Kingdome to ſertle ir; eſpecially fora time,upon His Majeſties re. | \ 
afall ; That bis Majeſty a force;and declared it was to ſuppreſle 

he Militia , and recover Hull and the-Magazine, is as clear , and. 

ade pregnant preparations both at: home and beyond the Seas .: 

\nd the civill Lawyers ſay, that pregnant preparations are the begin- 

ing ofa War. The onely Queſtion remaining was , whether the Par- 
lament did juſtly in ordering the Militia , and ſecuring the Maga- | 
jp Navy , ina confeſſed time of danger upon ſuch his Majeſties: | 
:tuſall, : = 

| Whatthe Kings power and perogative ,. and- what: the Parliaments 
ower was for ſecuring the Militia intime of danger according to the. 
ws of England,was out of my profeſſion , and in great partabove my, 
kill; But certainly unleſſe I yvas bound rather to beleevethe Votes of 
he Papiſts,and other Delinquenes abouthis Majeſty,vvho hitherto ns 
pexratled O ITIr T1100 3.13: = Wd, Tr: Ta h > Ja Ve 1 un er | 
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En 1294 , ( which ſo far as I have heard, was never by Commontt;a 
or Stature Law preſumedtobe guilty of ,/'or charged with the over: 
throw of the Kings prerogative, or the Lawes and Liberties'-of thi 
Subje&s untill now, and who have given us ſo much evidence of rhei 
wildome, warchfiilnefſe-and faithfulneſſe> y'F wvas.. bound: to; be con; 
cluded under their Teſtimony , and CO—_—_— that'His Majeſft 
was feduced,&c. * And ſ\ttely;-if men vyho '{erve upon | Juſtice be 
rvveen Prince and People,party and party, in matters of:Life or State 
may reſt in the reſolution of the learned Judges,that this,or that .is law 
5 vyhen themfelveskriovvirnotz 'vvell might I reft m thejudgemen 
and reſolution of that Court, which is the Julge of all the Judicature 
inthe Land: And in caſe I were unſatisfied, ro whom ſhould1appeale 
in whoſe judgement I might more ſafely reſt , eſpecially when I fa 
.their Vote agreeable to that which is: the ſupreme Law of all Nat 
ons; namely, that publick-ſafety'is the higheit and deepeſt Law , an 
that it is requiſite that every State have a poyver in time of danger t 
preſerve it {elf from ruine ? and no Lavy of England more knovy 
' ' then that the Parliament is the higheſt Court , from vvhence there | 
no appeal. This ſatisfa&tion Thad then, and ſince by the Declaratios 
and Remonſtrances of the Parliament , concerning theſe Military ma 
ters, and by other Books lately publiſhed, it is moſt apparent that the 
have not uſurped upon His Majeſties prerogative , but what they haz 
done is agreeable to the practice of former Parliaments, In putting tl 
Militia, Forts, and Navy into ſafe hands in theſetimes of danger: Ay 
That it vyas therefore lavyfull forthem, yea, neceſlary to take up the 
Defenſive Armes , and conſequently to call in for ſupply from all ſa 
vvhoſhould ſhare with them in the benefit of preſervation , andto'd 
avle ſuch from hurtingthem,who were contrary minded. I ſpend 4 
| time toanſwerthe Objections that ſome make,that His Majeſty coy 
{ | not tarry at London with ſafety of His Perſon , that the Lords at 
| _ Commonsthat are vvith Him, were driven away by popular T 
mulrs , and could not enjoy freedome of their Votes , &c. Becat 
 Irhinke theſethings are now beleeved by none , but ſuch as wor 
beleeve no good of the Parliament , though one ſhould riſe from & 
dead again. | | Wo Eh : 
Thus S1r, you have a juſt account of the grounds that firft indui 
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jelſbitorhirwhich is nor fi for « Kingt6 yeolIco'; But now by, 
- [their frequent peritioning of his Majeſtie, eſpecially by the regſonable- . 
- [neffcof their late Propoſitions and InftruQtions' , wherein they defirea . 
7 breſent disbanding of all Arms , even before'any ether bills were paſt, : 
hand were willing to havethe Ports, Forts,and:Ships, 8c.” of: the” King- - 
" [dome reigned up into his Majeſties hands,provided onely that if theſe 
, [rimes of dangers they might , pro hac vice , be putinto the hands of } 
| Puch as the State might confide in; The fincerity of their intentionsare | 
now ſo plain, that Frhink Malignity it ſelf cannor but be convinced of 
them. | | ITE 
And the intentions of the contrary councels are as plain , their mask : 

ow falling off ,. and their deſigne more then ever diſcovered to be the; 
overthrow of Parliament, Liberty , Lawsand:Religion. For at firſt! 

c had Declarations to preſerve all the juſt priviledges of Parliament, .: 

put now we ſee men proclaimed Traytors for executing the Com- 
mands of the two Houſes , and the two Houſes themſelves , if nor'in -: 
direct, yet in equivalent termes proclaimed Traytors, yea, denyed to be. ! 

a Parliament, becauſe his Majeſtie withdraws himſelf, and after multi- : 
Jrudes of Petitions refuſes to returne ; and becauſe many of their Mem- * 
bers have deſerted them , and are protected by his Majeſtie from the: 
Houſes who have ſent for them. Yea, they are required to recall their ; 

V ores as illegall , and that ſuch as they have fined and impriſoned may 
JÞring their Habeas Corps to be tried in an inferiour Court. _Yea, | 
Ipcople provoked to ſcorn them, and thereupon multitudes not fearing . 
to trample upor,and caſt as vile ſcorn and contempr unjuſtly upon that . 
brice- honorable Court, as ever was caſt juſtly upon the Commiſſaries:! 
|Courts., on” 77 
We have heretefore been aflured that: the knowne Lawes of the 4 
Land ſhould be the only rule of government : bur ( to name no other 
inſtances ) 'now weſce the Commiſſion of Array to be juſtified to be; 
Law , which the Parliament: hath nor: only declared , but demon--4 
ſtrated , and the Countries ( where ever it: hath prevailed ) found } 
to be the utter deſtruction of all the Lawes made for the Subjects li- : 
berty. | | | £ 1 
Heretofore Proclamations were put- out that:no Papiſts, ſhould -be* 
_g<niertained into his Majeſties Army, becauſe the. reſolutiontwass 


; Lo Eo the Proteſtant Religion ; But now we ſee them armed, 
|. andarmed with Commiſhon., and Proteſtant Doors in their wri. 
| | tings juſtifying it ;- and being armed dare profeſſe their Religion}? 
 _ publickly , ſetuptheir maſſe in the ſecond City pf the Kingdome 
_.. cutting 1n: pieces ,-and burning Bibles, andas multitudes of repor A: 
©. come from beyond the Seas, ( and the ſupplies that come trom|{" 
thence confirme it ) all the Papiſts in Chriſtendome contributingſ<! 
-tothis War as to the Catholicke cauſe. Heretofore the Libertie of % 
| the Subject ſeemed.to be ſtood for, yea defended againſt the Par.” 
| "Lament, ( asif it were poſſible the repreſentative body ſhould en 
| *ſlaveirſelf ) andin the meane' time while theſe things are- promi- 
| ſed., hundreds , yea thouſands .of his Majeſties Subje&s plundred| 
- with His Majeſties Proclamations againſt plundering , in the hand: 
_-of diverſe of the plunderers , And their perſons led away in Rope: 
and Chaines like Turkiſh Gally-ſlaves, and many caſt into Priſons anc 
Dungeons, only for defending themſelves againſt robbers and mur 
.derers abuſing, His Majeſties Name : where their Jaylours uſe then 
worſe then the Turkes doe their Chriſtian ſlaves, or one that hath any 
* thing of man in him could uſe a dog. = 
- And wvhea all theſe things are now done, the Parliament nol + 
only fitting, but having ſo much ſtrength in the Field , what can vv 
- expe when theſe men have prevailed , vvhen at the putting on 0 
their harneſle their uſuall language 15 nothing but blaſphemy again 
God, ( not to be mentioned ) and againſt His people , calling a lat 
_ thatadhere to his and the Kingdomes Cauſe , Parliament dogs, an. 
-. Parliament rogues ? what language will you expect to heare if on 
they come triumphantly to pur it off 2 If while the event is uncer 
taine they cut us out ſuch kinde of Lavves, Liberties, and Parlia 
ment- priviledges as theſe are, if GOD for our ſinnes ſell us int 
+ theirhands, thinke if you can, vvhat Lavves Liberties, and Par 
- liament-priviledges our poſteritie ſhall finde recorded in © 
bloud : for our ſelves , alas, who ſhall live when God doth this ? Na 
who would deſire to live « 1 vvould rather vvith holy Aſtin make 1. 
my humble ſuite ro that GOD vvhole are the iſſues of life and dearl,,, 
|, that Hee vyould rather take mee from the Earth, then let mee livf}, 
Eto fee His deare Church , and my native Countrey , delivere 


ed 
Yr) 


[ 


10 


- 4 Ro ” a ” 4a . : - ER 4 6 
Jy © x 

7 -- 
w P y 

Y% x 7 * 
.— 

* . # = S 


. 
Y 


on ' (29) "0 ard 
Kento the hands'of ſuch GBlaſphemous and barbarous men, | 
"| So that in ſtead: of repenting and withdrawing from the work, I 
could wiſh that my. voice were able to reach into every corner of the 
wal kingdome, andthart I could awaken all people to ſee the danger and mi- 
nfl Cry that.is lowing inupon them. That.every ſoul might be quickened 4 
" Aupto make his owne, and help to make Englands, bleeding,dying Eng- * 
flands peace- with God, and every one who hath any intereſt in Heaven - 
en $*2 cry mightily unto that God in whoſe handthe hearts of Kings are, ' 
74229 who rules in the Kingdomes of men , that the.power of our.God | 
| ql might be great towards us, in turning away theſe imminent calimiries, 9 
and turning the heart of our Kingtowards His greatand faithfull 'Coun- ' 
Jcell ,. and reſcuing - Him out- of the hands of this Generation of men. 
P-Jwho delight in bllood. Our God hath not yet ſaid, Pray not for this-" 
people: bur if the Lord ſay he hath no delight in us, Righteous art thou 
O Lord, and juſt areall thy judgements : onely let us not be acceſlary 
Jto our own deſtruction., and the.deſtruction of ſo flouriſhing a King= | 
_dome, let us not through our covetouſneſſe or cowardize, ſelfe-love' 2 
'F or ſloth, betray our Lawes , Liberties , Lives, Religion into the hands * 
got men, from.whoſe hands we befoole.our ſelves if we expe& more 
mercy ,. or leſſe miſery ,. then the poore Chriſtians of Conſtantinople |. 
found with the Turkes , when thankes to their owne niggardlinefſe {O 
let it never be ſo with England ) they fell into their hands; Oh let-us | 
labour to prevent their Swords thruſting into our bodies, and their 
Swords into our Soules , let our God doe with us what he vvill , let us> 
doe vyhat vve ſhould, and vvhile vve have any money in our purſes, 
any blood in our veins, orany ſpirits in us , devote allto the mainte- 
nance of this rightfull cauſe: and if vve periſh, vve periſh: 4 
Nor doe 1 feare to be for this condemned by any right diſcerning : 
man as an incendiary to a Civill. War, I knovvthe mileries of a Ci- ; 
vill War :. Warre is the ſevereſt of all Gods judgements, and Civill 
J Warrethe cruelleſt of all Warres - vvhere is the greateſt hatred, re; 
deepeſt treachery , the moſt unnaturall butcheries , where the fa- 
ther murders the ſonne, the ſonne the Father , the. brother em- 
brues his hands in his brothers blood ,. and vyhoever Suge. - are *? 
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3 30 SH 
Fnoofers: Qui An 0 Ciwts; 9; tant licentja bes Oh: the Jag 
neſle of oyrage-and Counrrey : = Tf England have ſichalult ro Wir 
_ canwe find no-forraigne. Enemies, but we muſtf Warre againſt our} 
| elve $,and at this time roo, Cumgque ſuperba foret. Babylon Spoljani, j 
 srophans © When hep oud Turrets of the whore of Babylon are re 
; be levelled with the hs when Germany , when Ireland. are to be 
| reſcued out of her bloudy. pawes ? Can vve finde no' fitter Obje&) 
\ for the fury of the Carinon , then our Townes, Houſes, Bodies” Bur 
I Our 1 The Generation ryih vvhom vve have to deal, had' rather 
; thouſand times ſeethe glory of England in the dult,, then the pride of 
Rome: And- though a vil War be miſerable, yer-no ſuch miſery? 
7 as thepeace vvhich they vvould beteeme us,a Sicilian weſpers, Or a-Pari-. 
| o; an maſſicre., from-vvhich good Lord deliver us: Save, Lord, let thie| 
i King hear us _vyhen vve call.” l; 
Thus Sir, you have my thoughts at large ,you may arhbr lay this) 
Feteer by you, or communicate it for the atisfaion of others at yout 
- ovvn pleaſure; I bleſſe'God I am gathering ſtrenzth, and hope erc 
E Jong by my return tomy Lord and rhe Army < if. God pleaſe not 
x0 ſmile us vvitha fafe Atcommodation "ig. ce. Ti 6 
vearcall proofe that my judgements rhe ſama hat 
ks , and I hope youllicve myaffection i is rhe ame ill eo you, WH 
: Thirfiors without utes I ſubſcribe pay e-” wy 
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